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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR
It’s been another rewarding year serving as
Chair of the Shelburne Food Shelf Board. I’ve
had the privilege of working alongside an
incredible team of volunteers and board
members, and I continue to be inspired by the
generosity, compassion, and commitment of the
Shelburne community.

This year, the need for our services continued to
grow. In FY26, we averaged 150 shopping
encounters per month, up from 133 per month
in FY25 and 131 in FY24. This increase
underscores just how important the Food Shelf
continues to be for members of our community.

Thanks to the Vermont Foodbank, grant funding,
and the many generous donations we receive,
we’ve been able to keep our shelves well-
stocked and continue providing food, personal
hygiene products, and financial assistance to
those in need. The Board remains committed to
listening to our shoppers, responding to
changing needs, and continually looking for
ways to improve the services we provide.

We’re also incredibly grateful for our
partnerships with Shelburne Farms, Head Over
Fields Farm, Bread & Butter Farm, and the
Shelburne Farmers Market, which help us
provide fresh, locally grown food to our
shoppers throughout the year.

None of this would be possible without our
remarkable volunteers and the support of the
broader Shelburne community. Our operations
are entirely volunteer-run and rely on donations,
grants, and space generously provided by the
Town of Shelburne. Our volunteers give
countless hours of their time to keep the Food
Shelf running, and their willingness to step up
wherever needed is truly what makes this
organization so special.

This annual report is also bittersweet for me
personally. Having recently moved out of state,
I’ll be passing the Chair torch to Amy Fogg. It
has been an honor to serve as Board Chair and
to be part of an organization that means so
much to the Shelburne community. I leave the
role with tremendous confidence in Amy, our
Board, and our dedicated volunteers, and I know
the Food Shelf will continue to thrive under
their leadership.

I’m incredibly grateful for the relationships I’ve
built, the people I’ve had the opportunity to
work alongside, and everything we’ve
accomplished together. Most of all, I’m thankful
to the Shelburne community for continuing to
show, year after year, what it means to take care
of one another.

BRANDIE BENOIT
Shelburne Food Shelf Chair
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TREASURER’S STATEMENT
The Board of the Shelburne Food Shelf
thanks the community for its continued
generous support of our mission. 

Food insecurity and the resulting demand
for our services have increased dramatically
over the last year. The Food Shelf continues
to be open 6 times each month, supported
by the Board and a group of extremely
dependable volunteers. 

The monthly encounters have increased by
30 to 40 over last year, fueled partially by
rising costs and the temporary suspension
of SNAP benefits. The need for assistance
with non-food items such as housing,
utilities, and school supplies has also
increased. 

The Board has applied for and received
several grants that have helped us meet
these needs. A $3,000 grant from
Vermonters Feeding Vermonters was used
to purchase fresh produce, and a $3,000
grant from SCHIPS was used for tokens to
allow our shoppers to purchase food at the
Shelburne Farmers Market, a $2,500 grant
from SCHIPS was used to purchase food for
the children staying at Harbor Place during
school breaks, and $800 from the Shelburne
Social Services Committee was used for bus
passes and to make bags of food for the
police to distribute to those they encounter
that are in need. 

We have also received generous gifts of
money and food (like maple syrup and
cheddar cheese) from area businesses and
residents. 

But we could not have met this increased
demand without the generous, ongoing
support of Shelburne residents. We sent
letters to current and previous donors asking
for help and posted requests on Front Porch
Forum. The community, as usual, stepped up.
We are very fortunate in the generosity of
our neighbors.

Overall, 76.5% of our expenditures was
spent on food and non-food grocery items,
such as laundry detergent, paper towels,
toilet paper, and grocery gift cards; and 16%
was spent on non-food aid. We continued to
keep our administrative costs to a minimum
(7.5%) by using space provided by the Town
and relying on an all-volunteer staff. 

Thanks to the incredible generosity of the
Shelburne community, we were able to
commit 92.5 cents of every dollar spent to
the direct benefit of our neighbors in need. 
 
Respectfully submitted,

Kristen Ellwood
Treasurer
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FOOD DISTRIBUTION OPERATIONS

The Shelburne Food Shelf provides emergency assistance to residents in need throughout
the year. This year, the Food Shelf provided $5,977 to households for utility assistance,
$5,547 for water utilities, $8,986 for lodging assistance, $4,565 for fuel assistance, $891 for
transportation assistance, $67 for medical assistance, and $75 for bus vouchers.

NON-FOOD AID SERVICES

We have been working on better organizing the physical space of the Shelburne Food Shelf and building our
stock levels so that all families have access to the food and sundries that are needed.  We have spent time
doing comparison shopping and adjusting our purchasing so that we are wisely and efficiently spending your
donation dollars.

Last year, emergency food bags, distributed by the Shelburne Police Department, to those with no means to
cook, were introduced.  This past year, we have also begun packing emergency food bags for those families
that run short of food before the next shopping week.  These bags are packed with the intent of targeting
those with some means of minimal cooking/heating capacity. Our partners at the Shelburne Police
Department also distribute these bags, making sure no one has to go hungry in our community.

The SFS was again awarded a grant from SCHIP to continue our partnership with the Shelburne Farmers
Market. Coupons are provided to shoppers for use for food items. The Food Shelf continues to be enthusiastic
about participating in this community event. This year, as part of Experience Shelburne, the Shelburne
Farmers Market aided in the collection of school supplies and monetary donations for the Food Shelf.

Quarterly gift cards to area grocery stores were also given to all shoppers to assist with food not available at
the Food Shelf.
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FOOD DISTRIBUTION OPERATIONS
FOCUS ON CHILDREN

The Food Shelf continued to work with the Shelburne
Community School and Champlain Valley School District to

support families by offering supplemental nutrition
assistance during school breaks. In July, August, and during

school vacations, families could shop for breakfast and
lunch staples, along with fresh fruits and vegetables, at

the Food Shelf.

For Summer 2026, families with school-age children were
invited to shop during regular Food Shelf hours.

Thanks to a grant from SCHIP, we also distributed 15–20
bags of food, each containing about a week's worth of
meals and snacks, to families at Harbor Place. These

distributions occur before holiday weeks and monthly
during summer, serving children temporarily housed there

who would otherwise receive meals at school. Due to
limited kitchen access (only a microwave), we provide food

not typically stocked at the Food Shelf.

In addition to food, the Food Shelf distributed backpacks
and school supplies in August 2025, and toys and gifts in

December 2025, thanks to generous community donations.



THANK YOU!
The Shelburne Food Shelf Board sincerely thanks Shelburne residents and area
businesses for their generosity in donating money, supplies, and goods used by
the Food Shelf to improve nutrition security for individuals and families. Thank
you to the Town of Shelburne and all our volunteers who support us every day!
The Food Shelf also appreciates the Shelburne Market and its customers, who
“round up” at check-out to support us. 

Thank you to the following businesses and organizations

ALL SOULS INTERFAITH GATHERING
B&R DEVELOPERS

B&R ELECTRIC
BERGERON FAMILY FOUNDATION

BOY SCOUT TROOP 602
BREAD AND BUTTER FARM

BURLINGTON TELECOM
CHAMPLAIN DEVELOPMENT GROUP

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY LIONS CLUB
CHAMPLAIN VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

COFFEE ENTERPRISES
COLDWELL BANKER HICKCOCK AND BOARDMAN

DOUGLAS SWEETS
DRAGONHEART VERMONT

EMPLOYEES COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL
FLYING PIG BOOKSTORE

F.O.E. CHAMPLAIN AERIE NO. 793
FONTAINE FAMILY FOUNDATION
FRANKLIN-AUGUST TRADING, INC

GLOBAL FOUNDRIES
GLOBAL MARITIME TRANSPORTATION

GROWALD CLIMATE FUND
HANDS

HARBOUR INDUSTRIES
HEAD OVER FIELDS FARM

HERITAGE GLOBAL, INC
MISTY KNOLLS FARM

MORRIS AND BESSIE ALTMAN FOUNDATION

PETFOOD WAREHOUSE
PRECOURT INVESTMENT COMPANY

ROTARY CLUB OF CHARLOTTE, SHELBURNE, HINESBURG
SCHIP

SELIN AND SELIN ARCHITECTURE
SHELBURNE BUSINESS NETWORK

SHELBURNE FARMS
SHELBURNE MARKET

SHELBURNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL
SHELBURNE METHODIST CHURCH

SHELBURNE NURSERY SCHOOL
SHELBURNE ORCHARDS

SHELBURNE POLICE DEPARTMENT
SHELBURNE VILLAGE DENTISTRY
ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA PARISH

TIMBERLANE DENTAL
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH

TOWN FAIR TIRE FOUNDATION
TWINCRAFT

UNION BANK
UNITED WAY OF NORTHWEST VERMONT

US POSTAL SERVICE
VERMONT DAY SCHOOL
VERMONT FOOD BANK
VERMONT ZEN CENTER

VERMONTERS FEEDING VERMONTERS
VILLAGE WINE AND COFFEE

WAKE ROBIN
WAYFINDER WELLNESS AND PHYSICAL THERAPY



BOARD MEMBERS
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Brandie Benoit, Chair
Nancy Baker, Vice Chair
Kristen Ellwood, Treasurer
Amanda Broder, Secretary
Amy Fogg
George Mills
Marleen Moore
Elizabeth Nickerson
Nancy Radley
Paul Southworth

Youth Advisor
Stella Rakochy

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION 

OUR STATEMENT:

THE SHELBURNE FOOD SHELF CONDEMNS RACISM AND WELCOMES ALL PERSONS, REGARDLESS OF RACE,
COLOR, RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEX, GENDER IDENTITY OR EXPRESSION, AGE, OR DISABILITY, SUCH

THAT EVERYONE FEELS SAFE AND WELCOME IN OUR COMMUNITY.

WE CONDEMN ALL DISCRIMINATION IN ALL OF ITS FORMS, COMMIT TO FAIR AND EQUAL TREATMENT OF
EVERYONE IN OUR COMMUNITY, AND STRIVE TO ENSURE ALL OF OUR ACTIONS, POLICIES, AND OPERATING

PROCEDURES REFLECT THIS COMMITMENT.

WE COMMIT TO: 
ENSURING THE SAFETY AND COMFORT OF ALL OUR CLIENTS IN OUR DISTRIBUTION MODELS BY APPLYING

AN EQUITY LENS TO ALL ASPECTS OF OUR WORK, INCLUDING MARKETING, PROGRAM DESIGN, SERVICE
DELIVERY, AND CUSTOMER PRIVACY. 

EDUCATING OURSELVES ABOUT INJUSTICES WITHIN THE FOOD SYSTEM AND ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES TO
ADDRESS INEQUITIES IN LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS.



SHELBURNE FOOD SHELF
P.O. Box 763

Shelburne, VT 05482
The Shelburne Food Shelf is an IRS-approved 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt organization. All donations are

tax-deductible as allowed by law.

shelburnefoodshelf@gmail.com
https://www.shelburnefoodshelf.org/

https://www.facebook.com/shelburnefoodshelf
https://www.instagram.com/shelburnefoodshelf/?hl=en

SHELBURNE FOOD SHELF MISSION:
TO IMPROVE FOOD SECURITY FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS OF SHELBURNE THROUGH

FOOD DISTRIBUTION, AND TO PROVIDE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE GRANTS, WHILE
PRESERVING THE DIGNITY OF OUR SHOPPERS

mailto:shelburnefoodshelf@gmail.com
https://www.shelburnefoodshelf.org/
https://www.facebook.com/shelburnefoodshelf
https://www.instagram.com/shelburnefoodshelf/?hl=en
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